Growth Group Questions

December 11, 2011

Luke 12:13-21

Third Sunday in Advent:  “Spend Less”

Conversation Starter

Just for the fun of it, please share with the group either one of the most special Christmas gifts you’ve ever received or one of the weirdest/funniest gifts you’ve ever received…..your choice!

Understanding

The “Spend Less” message is the first half of pair of sermons.  We are seeking to “Reclaim Christmas” by spending less on those who already have plenty, so that we can give more to those with true need.  The parable offered by Jesus in this week’s passage helps us to wrestle with the question, “Why do I have more than I need?”

Questions

1. How do we feel about being some of the wealthiest people in the world?  ($47,500 is the average annual income for the wealthiest 1% of people in the world.  $25,400 is the average income for the wealthiest 10% of people in the world.  The bottom 50% of people in the world earn less than $850 annually according to the World Bank Development Research Group.)  Do we feel pride, gratitude, guilt, anxiety, etc…?  How does Jesus seem to feel about the man in the parable being wealthy?

2. Jesus called this man “fool” not because he was wealthy, but because of his assumptions regarding his wealth and the choices he made based on these assumptions.  What do you think some of these assumptions were?  How might we make similar assumptions about our wealth?

3. The closing statement of the parable communicates Jesus’ desire that his people be “rich towards God” with their wealth.  What might this look like in our lives.  Consider the following passages when developing a response.  (Matthew 25:31-46; James 2:14-19)

